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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MOSCOW 10755 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: OTRA, CSCE, SOPN, UR, CZ 

SUBJECT: U.S. NEWSMAN REFUSED VISA FOR CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

1. BALTIMORE SUN MOSCOW CORRESPONDENT HAL PIPER INFORMED 
US MAY 15 THAT CZECHOSLOVAK EMBASSY HERE HAS, ON 
INSTRUCTIONS FROM PRAGUE, REFUSED TO ISSUE HIM A VISA TO 
TRAVEL TO CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 

2. PIPER HAD ORIGINALLY APPLIED TO TRAVEL IN MAY BUT WAS 
FORCED TO CHANGE HIS PLANS WHEN HE WAS LAID UP WITH 
REOCCURANCE OE BACK PROBLEM. WHEN HE CALLED CSSR EMBASSY 
LATE IN WEEK OE MAY 8 TO ASK THEM TO CHANGE DATES ON HIS 
APPLICATION TO WEEK OF JUNE 12, PIPER WAS TOLD THE CHANGE 
WAS "ACADEMIC" BECAUSE EMBASSY HAD RECEIVED INSTRUCTIONS 
FROM PRAGUE TO REFUSE VISA IN ANY CASE. EMBASSY PROEESSED 
NOT TO KNOW REASON FOR DECISION. 

3. EYI PIPER TELLS US HE IS CONTEMPLATING WRITING TO 
CZECHOSLOVAK FOREIGN MINISTRY TO INQUIRE ABOUT NON- 
RESIDENT ACCREDITATION, WHICH IF GRANTED WOULD PRESUMABLY 
MAKE IT EASIER TO OBTAIN VISA IN FUTURE. HE WILL SEND US 

A COPY OP ANY COMMUNICATION HE DIRECTS TO PRAGUE. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 MOSCOW 10755 160923Z 

4. ACTION: DEPARTMENT MAY WISH TO CONSIDER SOME FORM OF 
RECIPROCAL ACTION AGAINST AN APPROPRIATE CZECHOSLOVAK 
JOURNALIST, ALTHOUGH WE RECOGNIZE THAT IT WILL BE DIFPICULT 
IF NOT IMPOSSIBLE TO DUPLICATE SITUATION UNDER WHICH 
PIPER VISA WAS REFUSED. WE WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE ANY 
INFORMATION AMEMBASSY PRAGUE CAN OBTAIN AS TO WHY PIPER 
WAS GIVEN THUMBS DOWN. TOON 
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